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Free Concert Series - Richard

Bradshaw Amphitheatre

Until June 6th

FREE

Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts

145 Queen St. West

416.363.8231

WWW.COC.ca

Open your mind and let yourself experience this amazing series
of six concerts: vocal, piano, jazz, dance, chamber and world
music. This is a FREE concert series that takes place in the
gorgeous Richard Bradshaw Amphitheatre that you can see
into from University Avenue. Its in that stunning building that
is home to the Canadian Opera Company and the National
Ballet of Canada. They have put together this wonderful
program for everyone to come in and enjoy. It started in late
September and goes until early June and happens on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 12pm to 1pm or 5:30pm to
6:30pm. This program will allow you to enjoy both established
artists as well as emerging ones.

TIP: This is an amazing and peaceful way to enjoy a
break from work over lunch, or to end your work day.
Let all your worries and troubles melt away.

Tradition

The Nutcracker

The National Ballet of Canada

December 10th to January 3rd

Tickets $38 — $133.50

Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts

145 Queen St. West

416.345.9595

www.national.ballet.ca

A holiday season just wouldn t be complete without a visit to
the ballet. Perhaps this is a family tradition of yours as well.
Sugar Plum fairies dancing around the mouse king and all of
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the wonderful costumes who can forget those handsome
men in tights! This show is a feast for the eyes and the
imagination.

TIP: Get tickets that are close to the stage. I love it
when you can hear the pointe shoes tapping on the
floor, it adds another layer.

Les Coquettes Toast 2012 with the

Sanderson Centre

December 31st

10:00 pm

Tickets $53.50 and $63 (ADULTS ONLY)

The Sanderson Centre

88 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, Ontario

519-758-8090 or 1-800-265-0710
www.lescoquettes.com

Les Coquettes host their rst-ever New Years Eve
celebration as special guests of the Sanderson Centre, a
former Vaudeville house in Brantford, Ontario. The unique,
Toronto-based cabaret theatre company showcases a
bevy of beautiful male and female performers in a sizzling
evening of Cabaret Burlesque that incorporates traditional
striptease with dance, cirque and live music. The majesty
of the fully restored theatre offers a perfect venue for this
sophisticated and playful adults-only event.

TIP: Wear something naughty under your glamourous
evening attire.

Ricky Boudreau blossomed as a true social butterfly while traveling
the world as a professional figure skater for 15 years. He loves

the gift of the gab and discovering great parties in the city. With a
love for culture, great food and beauty, Ricky spends his time very
creatively as a professional makeup artist for MAC Pro cosmetics.
He has helped artists like Deborah Cox sand Dame Shirley Bassey
look gorgeous. Heard of a new hot spot? Email him at
inthecity@pinkpages.com

Photos by Karel Matkovic
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/cheqf MACKAY FUNERAL HOME
anda’s PRESCOTT CHAPEL
ADULT EMPORIUM Tim MACKAY

'Tis the season to be jolly... Managing Director

Peck House 1845

416 Dibble St. W. Prescott

P. 613-925-3404

F. 613-925-5028
www.mackayfuneralhome.com

Make this the jolliest season
of all with Wicked Wanda's
Adult Emporium. Ottawa’s
largest online source for
adult toys and products.

Gay Owned and Operated

It’s officiall Visit Ottawa’s newly designated

E/%; %7(}/ /¢ MT/?/ e%;” Village in the hear*[.‘of Centretown. S?e“.you soon!

{:

www.wickedwandas.ca/shop
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- Svillage

nepean to james on bank, ottawa - villageottawa.com

111 St. Lawrence St. Merrickville, Ontario
www.baldachin.com * 613 269 4223 * baldachininn@gmail.com

www.thevillage.com

“PROTECT YOURSELF!”

“®

Criminal Lawsuits

Defence . Civil

* Bail Hearings * Commercial
¢ Collections

* Drug Offences * Wrongful Dismissal
* Drunk Driving . II:Iegligeﬁe'
. ¢ Iersona njury

Assault, Theft * Real Estate Litigation
* Robbery * Family Law

Tel: 416.869.0707 Fax: 416.363.8451
24 4R Pager: 416.442.5888
e-mail: jherszkopf@on.aibn.com

390 Bay St, Suite 1202, Toronto, ON M5H 2Y2

FREE CONSULTATION
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Tanya Cheex

Back in the day, burlesque was a form of entertainment
that couples could go to. It was predominately for the
male gaze, but in certain theatres it was so grand—
like in Montréal if you were going to see Lili St. Cyr—
you would put on your furs and your jewels to go out
with your husband. It was like the dinner theatre of
the time. There’d be comedians and there'd be the
girls. It was really glamourous back then.

My grandmother had an interest in this and she
knew all the names of the stars of her day, so she
used to talk about them, how they looked and how
they moved. Burlesque and vaudeville is essentially
what television became, so you'd also see burlesque
pieces in old Hollywood movies, like Gilda, where
Rita Hayworth does a striptease with a glove to a
song. In Marilyn Monroe’s time there was a burlesque
star who imitated her—Dixie Evans, who is still alive
today. Marilyn’s image and behaviour was definitively
based on burlesque and the larger than life feminine
archetypes.

So when | was really little—eight—my Grandmother
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and | used to have these TV nights where she'd
babysit me and we watch these old movies. | got it
in my head that | should put together a strip show
in my friend’s backyard. | choreographed this number
with umbrellas and charged a $5 admission and it
got busted by the neighbourhood parents. My first
sold out show was busted! This was the ‘70s and the
phone was ringing off the hook with parents saying,
“Do you know what your daughter did?!” and my
parents were trying not to kill themselves laughing.
They finally asked me, “Where did you get the idea
to do this?” And | answered: “Granny!” My Grandma
encouraged that kind of thing. She was a model,
so she had a huge wardrobe of these crazy elegant
gowns and gloves and stoles and we were always
playing dress up.

So | dropped it for a while, because | was eight, but
got it in my head that if | was a stripper then it'd be
the same thing as what I'd seen in these stag reels. |
soon quickly found out that no one cared about boas
and gloves in a strip bar. When | was there | spun
off into more of the fetish side of things and then |
was told I'd make more money as a dominatrix. So
| did that for 17 years. All these things interlock in a
way because | was also really getting involved with the
drag shows on Church Street. | actually got my start
performing in those bars—I've had drag mamas and
| was female/female impersonator doing Marilyn, old
Hollywood and Madonna.

It was around that time | started distributing a line
of clothing out of the UK that was called Skin Two,
which was high end latex rubber clothing. | would
do fashion shows at these sex and trade shows and |
thought it would be more interesting to do the runway
in burlesque vignettes. It was fetish, burlesque and
drag culture. The name Skin Tight Outta Sight was
born out of that and it stuck. My original troupe was
established with those models who were involved.
Combine all that with the punk rock and rockabilly
retro—all those things mushed together—is what
became Skin Tight Outta Sight, Canada’s longest
running burlesque act. We're the originals and we're
one of the originators of the movement in North
America.

Bend over Ladies and Gentlemen, she'll TAN-YA CHEEX!

Founder and Artistic Director of Skin Tight Outta Sight (www.
skintightouttasight.com ) since 1998 and Artistic Director of The
Toronto Burlesque Festival, Tanya loves to mix the sublime with the
surreal. She was voted as one of the Top 50 Burlesque Performers for
2009, and has taken off her clothes all across Canada and the USA.
Read her adventures at www.rhinestoneswhiskey.blogspot.com.
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